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Fraud internal Controls In litigation cases, forensic accountants and the lawyers they serve depend greatly on

documents and other data obtained from opposing counsel through the discovery and
& S0X 404 erial
jonmeens document production process. It can be frustrating when requested information is not
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Solo-Practitioner timely received, or even worse if not received at all. 'm always amazed at how litigants
lssues e E avoid producing relevant data via a myriad of legal arguments, some sound and legit, and
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To help combat document production abuse, litigation specialists must utilize an effective
Recent Comments methodology for tracking the discovery requests made and what information has been
received. Via an e-newsletter aticle | received this morning from the National Association
cks on C5l For CP. of Valuation Analysts (NACVA), | learned of a practical tool that you may want to
hing For Financial Fraud consider. It was written by James R King. CPA/ABV. CFE. FCPA, CVA CFF and
includes these excerpts:
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This article describes one way to set up a document production control sheet in Excel

Accounting which can serve many different purpeses. While this is written from the perspective of a
litigation engagement, the same principles could be used in a business valuation
engagement

Itis important to maintain control over the numerous document requests. /n our litigation
engagements, we are continuously reguesting additional documents. Having one
schedule allows us to (1) easily communicate with the attorney regarding production
status; (2) follow up on what has/has not been provided; (3) locate the documents in our
files; and (4} provide an exhibit for use in court of production problems that have limited
the scope of the work we were able to perform and report on.

We utilize & production template when the engagement begins to make a list of
documents that are need (sic) for our work. As the work progresses, we add to this list
new information as needed

Ifan exhibit is needed for a hearing on failure to produce documents, your control sheet
becomes the source for that exhibit. This is easily accomplished by hiding the column

FEl Special Agent that contains the hyperiinks to where the electronic copy of the document is stored. The
igative worksheet now becomes a good visual exhibit to communicate with the judge the

bells on Inv
i numerous times you have requested documents and the lack of production that has
been provided.
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KJ Rodgers on Trustee Chooses Read the entire arficle and see the example Excel-based "Production Tracking Worksheet"
Lehman Examiner

Readers: Do you have other examples oftools you've used in the document production

n Economic Slump is process? Have you got any war-stories you'd like to share about abuses you've seen inthe
Ground for discovery phase of your engagements? Do you have any practical tips or suggestions about
this subjectwhich you'd like to share? If so__.please reply via the below comment feature
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Chaitanya Sagar, Excel Expert said...

This article is a good article to set up a document production control
sheet in Excel which can serve many different purposes. you did not end
up placing items on... I'm using Excel 2007. Am setting up a
Questionaire. Have used Check Boxes and they drive anewers that give
Lawkiz Blog me numbers to summarise & have hidden these. So all is going well. What
(Ed Pol) I want to do now is protect the work sheet.
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DISCLAIMER

This blog is intended for
educational purposes, as well as
to offer general information
about managerial and forensic
accounting and related topics,
and is not intended to provide
any advice. By using this blog,
you understand that there is no
CPA/client relationship
between you and the blog
publisher. This blog, including all
contents posted by the author
(5} as well as comments posted
by visitors, should not be used
as a substitute for competent
counsel from a qualified advisor
in your state.




